
Prayers for 28.06.2020 

The Weekly Bulletin seems to have been well received by lots of people and it’s always good to get 

feedback from our readers. The short article and prayer last week aroused a great deal of interest 

and it was really good to get people’s comments on hymns used as prayers – so much so that I have 

decided to do a similar thing this week. 

There was good news this week from Boris that we will be allowed to open churches in the not too 

distant future. For Whiston church this means that we have to get ready to open the church – a 

process of risk assessment, cleaning and preparations for social distancing, all of which will take a 

little time but will be done as soon as possible. Unfortunately there will definitely not be any singing, 

but a hymn mentioned to me as a great favourite and one we could use as a prayer is ‘O Jesus I have 

promised’. So the words are printed out below for you to sing out loud yourself or to use as a prayer. 

At this time of Covid 19. I particularly commend the second part of verse 1 and to keep close in our 

hearts the knowledge that Jesus is both our Master and our Friend. Amen 

O Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end;  

be thou forever near me, My Master and my Friend;  

I shall not fear the battle if thou art by my side,  

nor wander from the pathway If thou wilt be my guide.  

 

O let me feel thee near me; the world is ever near;  

I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear;  

my foes are ever near me, around me and within;  

but, Jesus, draw thou nearer, and shield my soul from sin.  

 

O let me hear thee speaking, in accents clear and still 

above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will;  

O speak to reassure me, to hasten, or control;  

O speak, and make me listen, thou guardian of my soul.  

 

O Jesus, thou hast promised to all who follow thee  

that where thou art in glory there shall thy servant be;  

and Jesus, I have promised o serve thee to the end;  

O give me grace to follow, my Master and my Friend.  

 

O let me see thy footmarks and in them plant mine own;  

my hope to follow duly is in thy strength alone.  

O guide me, call me, draw me, uphold me to the end;  

and then in heaven receive me, my Saviour and my Friend.  

 

And we pray for all who are ill or may be sad and lonely, especially those who have lost family and 

friends recently and for whom life will never be the same again. We pray for the recently departed 

Ralph Pepall, Brian Curson, and Carl Otto Rotheram and also for whose anniversaries occur this 

week: Ellen Cowie Holyhead, Arthur Messenger, Elsie Tonkin Flamson, Fred Duckenfield and Alan 

Waterhouse.  Amen 


